
Tennessee Department of Education
Evaluation and Assessment Division

Parents’ Guide to
Understanding TCAP

Achievement Test Results

2003–2004

44914

a44914_GTI_Cvr_04TCAP-O 4/16/04, 12:00 PM3



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................... 1

NORM-REFERENCED REPORTS

Individual Profile Report ................................................................................... 3

Home Report .................................................................................................. 4

CRITERION-REFERENCED REPORT (Grades 3–8 only)

Individual Profile Report ................................................................................... 5

Only Tennessee state educators and citizens may copy and/or download and print the document, located online at
http://www.state.tn.us/education/tsachGTI04.pdf. Any other use or reproduction of this document, in whole or in part,
requires written approval of the State of Tennessee Department of Education.

a44914_GTI_Cvr_04TCAP-O 4/16/04, 12:00 PM4



1

INTRODUCTION

Each spring, Tennessee students in Grades 3–8 take the TCAP Achievement Test. This test measures a student’s
academic knowledge and skills in mathematics, reading/language arts, science, and social studies. The
TCAP Achievement Test contains multiple-choice questions and has set time limits. There is no passing or
failing score on the test.

The TCAP Achievement Test provides two types of information on student performance:

◆  Norm-referenced Test Scores

Norm-referenced test scores show how well Tennessee students do in comparison to a national
group of students who took the same test items.

◆  Criterion-referenced Test Scores

In addition to the norm-referenced portion of the TCAP Achievement Test, students are also
administered a criterion-referenced portion that is required by the federal No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) legislation. For additional information about the No Child Left Behind Act, visit the
NCLB web page at http://www.ed.gov/parents.

Criterion-referenced test scores are used to measure how well a student has learned Tennessee’s
state curriculum rather than how the student compares with a national group. Criterion-referenced
scores are also used to identify student areas of strength or need. For additional information on
the Tennessee curriculum and what your child should be learning at his or her grade level, visit
the Teaching and Learning web page at http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci.

Described in this guide are the types of individual student reports that are available for school districts,
schools, and parents. These reports include the Norm-referenced Individual Profile Report, Home Report, and
Criterion-referenced Individual Profile Report.

If after reading this guide you have additional questions about the TCAP Achievement Test, contact

Stacey Miller or Malinda Tuttle
Program Manager Program Manager
Stacey.Miller@state.tn.us Malinda.Tuttle@state.tn.us

Telephone: (615) 741-0720

For additional information about the TCAP Achievement Test Program, visit the TCAP Achievement Test web
page at http://www.state.tn.us/education/mtest.htm.
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Individual Profile Report

Individual Profile Report
The top part of the Individual Profile Report shows how your student compares to a national group of students who took the
same test items. The norm–referenced results are presented in the following scores:

National Stanine: The National Stanine shows your student’s scores using a scale that ranges from 1–9. Scores 1–3 are
Below Average, 4–6 are Average, and 7–9 are Above Average.

Normal Curve Equivalent: The Normal Curve Equivalent shows your student’s scores using a scale that ranges from
1–99. Scores from 1–34 are Below Average, 35–65 are Average, and 66–99 are Above Average.

Scale Score: The Scale Score ranges from 1–999. These scores are the basis for all other norm–referenced scores, such
as the National Stanine and Normal Curve Equivalent. Scale Score ranges for Below Average, Average, and Above
Average are different for each grade level and content area tested.

National Percentile: The National Percentile is the percentage of students in the national group that your student scored
higher than on the test items. For example, a National Percentile score of 75 means that a student scored better than 75%
of the students in the national group who took the same test items.

National Percentile Range: Because the norm–referenced scores show how your student performed against a national
group during this single TCAP Achievement Test administration, the National Percentile Range shows where your student
might likely score if he or she were to take the test items multiple times.

National Percentile/National Stanine Graph: This graph represents the National Percentile and National Stanine
scores. The diamond indicates your student’s score, and the lines on the sides of the diamond are the National Percentile
Range. The shaded area in the middle of the graph indicates the Average range.

Objective Performance Index: The Objective Performance Index is an estimate of the number of items your student
would be expected to answer correctly if there had been 100 similar items on the test. Scores between 0–49 are considered
Non–Mastery; scores between 50–74 are considered Partial Mastery; and scores 75 and above are considered Mastery.

Objectives Performance Graph: This graph represents your student’s Objective Performance Index score. The diamond
indicates your student’s score, and the lines on the sides of the diamond are the range in which your student might likely
score if he or she were to take the test items multiple times.

NORM-REFERENCED REPORTS
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Home Report
The Home Report uses shaded bars to represent your student’s National Percentile score in each of the content areas
measured on the TCAP Achievement Test. The National Percentile score is the percentage of students in the national group
that your student scored higher than on the test items. For example, a National Percentile score of 50 means that a student
scored better than 50% of the students in the national group who took the same test items. The height of each bar is
determined by your student’s score—the higher the bar, the better your student scored on that content area.

The right side of the graph indicates where student scores are considered to be Below Average, Average, and Above
Average.

Home Report, Page 2
Page 2 of the Home Report also provides written information on your student’s areas of strengths and needs as they relate
to performance on the TCAP Achievement Test.
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Home Report
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CRITERION-REFERENCED REPORT (Grades 3–8 only)

Individual Profile Report
The Criterion-referenced Individual Profile Report shows your student’s performance on test items that measured the knowledge
and skills in the Tennessee curriculum. This report is provided for mathematics and reading/language arts in Grades 3–8.

Mathematics or Reading/Language Arts Test Results: This part of the report indicates the number of items your
student answered correctly on either the mathematics or reading/language arts test and identifies where your student is
proficient and/or needs improvement.

Performance on Reporting Categories: This part of the report lists each category of skills reported in mathematics or
reading/language arts.  Next to each reporting category is a symbol that indicates your student’s level of proficiency as
Below Proficient, Proficient, or Advanced:

Reporting Categories Performance Index (RCPI) Scores and Graph:  The Reporting Categories Performance
Index score ranges from 0–100 and is an estimate of the number of items your student would be expected to answer
correctly if there had been 100 similar items on the test.  The graph represents your student’s Reporting Categories Objective
Performance Index score.  The diamond indicates your student’s score, and the lines on the sides of the diamond are the
range in which your student might likely score if he or she were to take the test items multiple times.

PERFORMANCE LEVEL

Below Proficient

Proficient

Advanced

Individual Profile Report
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